	
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall
 on Wednesday, 14th March, 2018 at 7.30pm



             
	 
In attendance:

	Councillors:
	R Taylor (Chairman)
D Dempsey, A Guttridge, A Hubbard, P Hutchings 
& R Lester.


	Also Present:                          
	 District Councillor M Creffield
 Two members of the public
 D Blackburn (Clerk)
   


The Chairman, Councillor R Taylor, welcomed everyone to the meeting.




	
C169/17/18     
	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Bullen and County Councillor R Lindsay.


	
C170/17/18
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Chamberlin Hall Management Committee – Councillor Hutchings;
 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard, Lester & Taylor; 
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillors Lester & Taylor; and
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester
.

	
C171/17/18	
	
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were none.


	
C172/17/18
	    
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

	It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 14th February, 2018 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	
C173/17/18

	P
PUBLIC SESSION

The proprietor of Bank House Stores presented an outline proposal to place tables and chairs on the Market Square to operate as an outdoor café in good weather. The practicalities of the arrangement were considered including disposal of cups, safety, parking and ensuring that the initiative would not conflict with community fundraising events that took place, from time to time, on the Market Square.

It was AGREED: That a fuller proposal be developed for the outdoor café and submitted to the next meeting.

Mrs S Ashton referred to the closure of the Sheltered Housing Scheme on Newberry Road with the withdrawal of on-site support and wondered if the Day Room could be made available for exercise classes or other activities for the benefit of the local community which, she would be happy to organise.

It was AGREED: That District Councillor Creffield be requested to make enquiries of Babergh District Council about the community use of the facility and if the proposal could be linked to any wider initiative in the district, whereby they would be able to provide advice and support.


	
C174/17/18


	
UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES

Councillor P Hutchings referred to the use of Chamberlin Hall and its financial performance for the year to date. The table tennis and badminton evening was proving to be popular with in excess of 25 people participating each week. There had been an increase in the membership of the Bowls Club compared with the end of the previous season and it was hoped that the promotion of Carpet Bowls during the winter months might lead to more playing Members. The playing surface of a new table tennis table had deteriorated and following representations to the supplier, a new one had been provided, meaning that there was now three table tennis table available at Chamberlin Hall. Details were provided of a 1940’s event on VE Day (8th May), which would feature a 15-piece Big Band with themed dress to be worn by attendees.

Initial enquiries had been made, with regard to installing solar panels on the roof of Chamberlin Hall. 

In response to comments received from new users of Chamberlin Hall from outside the village, Chamberlin Hall Management Committee was seeking to improve orientation in the village for people seeking to find “the Village Hall”.

It was AGREED: 

a. That Councillor Hutchings and the Clerk would liaise further about information and support that may be available concerning the installation of solar panels; and
b. That Councillor Hutchings would contact the County Council about the type of signage that could be erected and wording that could be used.

Councillor Lester reported that Taylor Made Joinery had made and installed two new signs for Kings Pightle.

Councillor Taylor reported that the roof of the Sportsfield Pavilion had been repaired. Further to Minute C161/17/17, Councillors Taylor and Guttridge had met with the Maintenance Operative to discuss the feasibility of cutting the football pitch, rather than being outsourced, and of implementing new grass cutting arrangements for the rest of the site. The need to provide greater flexibility in terms of Maintenance support was discussed and the consensus was that a further part-time Maintenance Operative be recruited to help with Maintenance services.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the Sportsfield Management Committee be invited to consider giving notice of the cancellation of the grass cutting service provided by Vertas in respect of the football pitch, whereupon, this work shall be included in the arrangements overseen by the Parish Council for maintaining open spaces at various sites in the village; and
b. That a position of Maintenance Operative be advertised in The Bugle.




	
C175/17/18

	
CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported upon issues raised with him since the last meeting including Broadband speed in the village, ownership of land on which a footpath was situated between Chamberlin Close and Brooksfield and render which had fallen off the inside of the Clock Tower. In respect to this latter point, Councillor Hubbard had met on site with the Clock Winder to examine the problem and established that because it was in the enclosed upper level of the Clock Tower, there was no danger to public safety. 

It was AGREED: That Councillors Guttridge and Hubbard would meet on site to consider further, if any repairs are required.

The Clerk reported upon the draft recommendations prepared by the Local Government Boundary Commission on new electoral arrangements for Babergh District Council. The deadline for representations was 30th April, 2018. It was noted that under the proposals, Bildeston would form part of the North West Cosford Ward which would include parishes such as Brettenham, Hitcham, Kettlebaston and Thorpe Morieux. It was considered unfortunate that the Commission had not recognised Bildeston’s significance within the network of local villages locally and had included it at the edge of a ward rather than placing at the centre of a ward.

It was AGREED: That the draft recommendations on the electoral review be noted.


	 
C176/17/18
	18     
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

Councillor Creffield reported on the following:

· The District Council had set its budget for 2018/19 with an increase of 3.25% in Council Tax with the backdrop of further reductions in funding from central government which would reduce to zero in 2019/20.
· The existence of a Multi-agency Safeguarding Hub which was contactable through Babergh District Council where suspicions about adult or child abuse could be reported.
· Babergh’s Affordable Housing Programme with advice available from 0300 123 4000 or www.babergh.gov.uk;
· Further information was being sought about the public survey concerning the proposed merger between Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils.


	
C177/17/18
	
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor Lindsay had submitted a written report on the following matters: 

· The County Council had set its budget for 2018/19 with an increase of 4.99% in Council Tax which would still require cuts in many services.
· The Raising the Bar strategy for 2018 to 2020 had been published. This was the third phase of the strategy launched in 2012 to raise educational standards in Suffolk with the ultimate goal being to place the education system in Suffolk within the top 25% nationally.
· A new contract to provide intensive therapeutic support for adolescents funded by a social impact bond with private investors providing investment capital and receiving a return if the venture was successful.


	
C178/17/18

	
INTERNAL CONTROL AND RISK MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS

The Clerk reported on a number of administrative and governance matters.


It was AGREED: 

a. That the Suffolk Association of Local Councils be appointed for the purposes of conducting the internal audit of the 2017/18 accounts and internal control arrangements;
b. That the Council confirms that is has conducted a review of its internal control arrangements as per the report circulated prior to the meeting and notes the need to comply with the General Data Protection Regulations and the annual reporting requirements in respect of the Community Infrastructure Levy;
c. That Standing Orders be approved unamended;
d. That Financial Regulations be approved, subject to amendment of Financial Regulation 2.2 to permit a cheque signatory to review bank reconciliations throughout the year, and Councillor Lester be appointed to fulfil this role;
e. That the General Risk Assessment be approved and adopted;
f. That the Risk Assessment for the Maintenance Operative be approved and the Clerk meets with the Operative to go through the document, as soon as practicable;
g. That the Calendar of Meetings for 2018/19 be approved;
h. That the fees and charges in respect of the Cemetery remain unchanged for 2018/19;
i. That the draft agenda be approved for the Annual Parish meeting on Wednesday, 25th April, 2018 at 7.30pm; and
j. That the Council does not prepare a Parish Infrastructure Investment Plan at the present time.


	
C179/17/18




































	
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS 
  
It was AGREED: 

a.   That the following payments be authorised:

	
	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	
	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay
	Salaries & Expenses
	£163.06

	
	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£59.60

	
	P V Harman
	Sportsfield Pavilion works
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£1,265.00

	
	Speedar
	Batteries
	Traffic Calming
	To be paid when invoice received

	
	Babergh District Council
	Bin Emptying
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£531.70

	
	Suffolk County Council
	Street Lighting
	Street Lighting
	£2,030.98

	
	Robin Taylor
	Domain Issues
	ICT & Website
	£310.54

	
	Vertas Group Ltd
	Grass Cutting
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£163.06

	
	(Note: The Sportsfield Pavilion works to be funded from the Henry Morphew Sportsfield Fund). 

b. That a Henry Morphew Sportsfield Fund be established for holding funds from the Henry Morphew bequest; and

c. That the following receipt be noted:

	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc.VAT)

	Kings Pightle Trust
	Bequest
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£5000.00




	
C180/17/18








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

	Reference 
	DC/18/00941

	Address 
	Newbury House, 34 High Sreet, Bildeston, Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EY

	Proposal 
	Notification of works to Trees in a Conservation Area - T1 (Cherry) - Reduce of
overhang to the rear of garden back to the fence line approximately 7.8m high.
Removal of overhang of No. 1 large lateral to the garden to balance. T2 (Hazel) -
Reduce the tree down to approximately 1m above fence. T3 (Holly) - Reduce by
approximately one third and shape to remove Hazel growing through it. T4 (Laurel) -
Reduce down to approximately fence height to encourage new thicker and denser
growth

	Representation
	No objection



Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council

There were none.


	
C181/17/18


	
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Hubbard that it was expected that the new noticeboard would be fixed to the Clock Tower before the next Parish Council meeting.

Councillor Hubbard reported that there had been a change of operator of the Curry Van and that it was proposing to trade on Monday evenings. It appeared from a report on social media by the new owners that the electrics had blown on the Market Square. Councillor Taylor undertook to investigate the precise nature of the problem. 

There was a brief discussion about traffic speeds through the village. It was noted that new batteries had been obtained for the Speed Gun and Community Speedwatch operations were likely to re-commence shortly.

The meeting closed at 8.57pm.


Chairman ………………………………………………

Date…………………………………………………......




